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mortification of any farther interviews with one another.
All experience convinces me, that ninety men out of one hundred, when they talk of forming principles, mean no more than embracing parties, and, when they talk of supporting their party, mean serving their friends; and the service of their friends implies no more than consulting self-interest. By this gradation, principles are fitted to party, party degenerates into faction, and faction is reduced to self. For this reason, I openly declare that I think no honest man will implicitly embrace any party, so as to attach himself to the persons of those who form it. I am firmly of opinion, that, both in the last and present age, this nation might have been equally well served either by Whigs or Tories; and, if she was not, it was not because their principles were contrary to her interest, but because their conduct was inconsistent with their principles.
To extend this view a little farther, I am entirely persuaded that, in the words, our present happy establishment, the happiness mentioned there is that of the subjects; and that, if the establishment should make the Prince happy, and the subjects otherwise, it would be very justly termed our present unhappy establishment. I apprehend the nation did not think ELing James unworthy of the Crown, merely that he might make way for the Prince of Orange; nor can I conceive that they ever precluded themselves from dealing by King William in the same manner as they had done by King James, if he had done as much to deserve such a treatment. Neither can I in all my search find, that, when the Crown was settled in an